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We Need New Heroes:
Reconstructing Gender in
Contemporary Superhero Movies

Matt graduated from LUC in 2019 with
bachelor’s degrees in Classical Studies and
English, and completed his master's degree in
Women's Studies and Gender Studies in May
2022. He is most interested in masculinity
studies, focusing on US masculinities as they
are portrayed in popular culture.

This presentation will provide an analysis of how gender
is performed in contemporary superhero movies,
primarily in the Marvel Cinematic Universe. The analysis
will focus primarily on the static natures of femininity
and masculinity as the films present them, but will also
note areas in which the franchise has attempted to (or at
least appeared to attempt to) be more progressive in its
handling of gender. I will conclude with why it matters
for these films to provide more nuanced gender
performances and call for new heroes to embody the
theories I have cited for a canon of more diverse
superheroes representative of the audiences receiving
them.
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